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robot chamber 14 through a conveyance passage 12 and a 
conveyance passage 12 is provided with agate valve 13. A 
conveying robot 15 is inst ailed in the robot chamber 14 and a 
substrate 16 is taken out f rom a substrate casset t e 17 t o convey 
the substrate to the process chamber 11 through the conveyance 
passage 12. Operation to convey the substrate by means of the 
conveying robot 15 is effected through rotation of f irst , second, 
and third arms 20, 21, and 22. The second arm 21 inserted in the 
conveyance passage 12 is curved in an arcuate shape and the 
occupied region of rotation operation is reduced in width. 
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